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pharmacists worldwide
10/04/2018
Health care professionals from 20 countries around the world
gathered in Venice from 14 to 16 March to discuss “Pharmacy-
based interventions to increase vaccine uptake” following an
invitation from the EICA –European Interdisciplinary Council
on Ageing. Community pharmacists from more than 10 countries
representing various levels of implementation were purposively
chosen  to  enrich  the  debate  with  other  stakeholders.  In
addition to the great scientific presentations that included
an  evidence-based  review  of  the  most  recent  immunization
research,  the  participants  were  given  the  opportunity  to
exchange best practice experiences and discuss opportunities
for further expansion in pharmacist field globally.

The evidence has clearly shown that in those countries where
pharmacists  have  vaccination  administration  authority;  like
Canada, USA, UK, Ireland and Portugal, immunization coverage
rates  are  higher  than  incountries  lacking  this  scope.
Pharmacists from Estonia, Croatia, Spain, Malta and others are
going  to  share  the  above  positiveexamples  in  their  home
countries,to  make  vaccination  more  accessible  for  people.
Those  countries  that  have  low  immunization  rates  would
definitely  benefit  from  an  additional  participation  by
pharmacists. The public health perspective was emphasized by
those involved. Examples of countries where only 2% of the
population are immunized for influenza were considered at high
risk of an epidemic outbreak. Greece was an example of an
interesting  situation  where  90%  of  the  flu  shots  are
administered by pharmacist, while the law has yet to recognize
this expanded authority. This situation arose because it is
widely recognized that the pharmacist is the most accessible
healthcare  professional,  often  located  in  rural  areas  and
available without an appointment.
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Part of the meeting focused on discussing the barriers and
facilitators for vaccine uptake and pharmacists seemed willing
and capable to cooperate with other health care professionals
so  that  W.H.O.  targets  are  achieved.  Support  from
representative  organisations,  both  at  the  National  and
international  level,  including  the  FIP(International
Pharmaceutical  Federation)  and  PGEU(Pharmaceutical  Group  of
the  European  Union),  was  recognised  as  an  important
facilitator to raise public awareness, to provide education
and  training  and  to  facilitate  a  positive  legislative
environment. Immunization is an important public health issue
and  pharmacists  can  have  a  dramatic  impact  if  allowed  to
participate in administration programs.

The pharmacists:

Ana Soldo, President of the Croatian Chamber of Pharmacists

Ashok Soni, President of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society,
England

Elissavet Derveniotaki, President of the Kozani Association of
Pharmacists, Greece

Filipa Alves de Costa, Consultant for Professional Strategic
Planning at the Portuguese Pharmaceutical Society

Goncalo  Sousa  Pinto,  Professional  Development  and  Advocacy
Manager at the International Pharmaceutical Federation
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Indre Treciokiene, board member of Lithuanian Pharmaceutical
Association, Head of Community Pharmacy Section.

John  Papastergiou,  Assistant  Professor  at  the  Leslie  Dan
Faculty of Pharmacy- University of Toronto,Adjunct Assistant
Professor at the School of Pharmacy- University of Waterloo

Kristiina Sepp, Vice President of the Pharmaceutical Group of
the European Union, board member of the Estonian Pharmacies
Association

Mary Ann Sant Fournier, President of the Malta Chamber of
Pharmacists

Rosario  Caceres,  Projects  Development  and  Institutional
Relations  Manager  at  the  Royal  Pharmaceutical  College  of
Seville, Spain

Rute Horta, Coordinator of the Pharmacy Services Department,
Portuguese National Association of Pharmacies

Susan O’Dwyer, MPSI, Community Pharmacist, Ireland
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BiondVax ha comunicado que su
vacuna  universal  candidata
frente a la gripe es la que
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se encuentra en una fase más
avanzada de desarrollo
10/04/2018
La compañía farmacéutica israelí BiondVax ha comunicado que su
vacuna universal candidata frente a la gripe es la que se
encuentra  en  una  fase  más  avanzada  de  desarrollo.  A  ese
respecto acaba de firmar un contrato con una organización de
investigación para comenzar los ensayos clínicos fase III que
durará un par de años y se realizará en países del este
europeo con adultos de 50 o más años que recibirán dos dosis
de la vacuna. El CEO de la empresa cree que si la vacuna
demuestra eficacia, será la primera que proteja durante dos
temporadas.  Entretanto  la  compañía  está  construyendo  una
planta con el préstamo de 20 millones de euros del European
Investment Bank.

[más información]

Publicado  estudio  sobre
efecto de inhibidores de la
neuraminidasa  sobre  cuadro
grave de gripe
10/04/2018
Según  un  estudio  publicado  en  Epidemiology  and  Infection
llevado a cabo por investigadores españoles ha mostrado que
los  pacientes  con  un  cuadro  grave  de  gripe  que  tomaron
inhibidores de la neuraminidasa en los cinco primeros días tas
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el  inicio  de  síntomas  tuvieron  menos  probabilidades  de
fallecer.  Los  autores  administraron  el  fármaco  a  1577
pacientes hospitalizados entre 2010 y 2016 y encontraron que
los que lo recibieron en las primeras 48 horas presentaron las
mayores  reducciones  en  cuanto  a  los  fallecimientos.  No
tuvieron reducción en los que comenzaron cinco o más días tras
el inicio de la clínica.

[más información]

Resultados  prometedores  de
una vacuna universal frente a
la gripe
10/04/2018
Los resultados de un ensayo clínico llevado a cabo en Reino
Unido con la colaboración del National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases con una vacuna universal frente a la
gripe ha arrojado resultados muy prometedores respecto a la
protección y también en lo que respecta a la duración, que se
estima en diez años. Es posible que la FDA norteamericana le
asigne un procedimiento fast track en el proceso de aprobación
y pudiera estar disponible para su uso comercial en un par de
años. La vacuna FLU-v fue adquirida por hVIVO como parte de su
inversión en una joint venture con la compañía Imutex en abril
de  2016.  El  experto  en  vacunas  de  gripe  John  Oxford  ha
comunicado su satisfacción ya que con una dosis puedes estar
protegido varios años.

[más información]

[más información]

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/article/effectiveness-of-antiviral-treatment-in-preventing-death-in-severe-hospitalised-influenza-cases-over-six-seasons/23BD36DC31E643D93277471D2E876307
https://vacunas.org/resultados-prometedores-de-una-vacuna-universal-frente-a-la-gripe/
https://vacunas.org/resultados-prometedores-de-una-vacuna-universal-frente-a-la-gripe/
https://vacunas.org/resultados-prometedores-de-una-vacuna-universal-frente-a-la-gripe/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-5543023/Single-jab-protects-against-strains-flu-10-years.html


[más información]

http://www.imutex.com/

